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A^miwi.1 \fnnBBB. The northern bi?m'8,^ona..wer.ejSJQJUid J;h0.PJauxe. 
jarred 

Senator Hughes. Did TJ.§. planes -bomb in South Vietnam after 
January 27^1^3^ # 

Admiral Mooker. No, sir. ; . 

Senator Hughes, Did they bomb in Laos after February 24j 1973? 

Admiral Moom I think they did, sir. That is what I was. infer- 
ring to a while ago in Friedheim’s comment. There w'ere 26; fighter, 
bomber sorties and 38 B- J 52 sorties — all on April T5— 16, 1973 — and 
carried out at the request of the Royal Lao Government. 

Senator Hughes. Just as a matter of information, my office has. 
received a number of letters from servicemen, mainly Air Force people 
who have purportedly been ordered to temporary duty in- the Pacific 
on September 1 this year. In the past when we have had any indica- 
tions on temporary duty a statement has indicated an increase in the 
tempo in air activity in the area. . ^ 

Admiral Moorer. Not at all, sir. Several of the Air Force units em- 
ployed in Thailand hre employed on TDY, and they are routinely 
rotated.. So T am sure that those that are writing are simply being 
rotated in the normal way, because those that are out there have been 
out there their allotted time. 

Senator Hughes. In other words, you have no plans for increasing 
the personnel out there at the present time ? 

Admiral Moorer. No, sir. ^ 

Senator ‘Hughes. We have been thinking it would be the other way, 
that we would be decreasing them rather than increasing them. 

A dmi ral Moorer. No, it is j ust routine relief: 

Senator Hughes. Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for your 
patience in letting me go on. 

If I can summarize, then, what I understand the testimony has been 
in the last several days, I haye just been trying to get in mind— as I 
understand the relationship of what has been, happening. The Presi- 
dent was inaugurated on January 20. On January 22 the Marines made 
an incursion into Laos of some 2,000 meters. On February 8, 9, and 10 
Secretary Laird — the dates are approximate — and General Wheeler 
were in South Vietnam for discussion and on-the-scene investigation 
with General Abrams and diplomatic officials there. 

: Immediately thereafter National Security Council meetings were 
started to be held in relationship to the Cambodian situation, four or 
five of these were held as of March 10. \ 

The bombing proceeded to start in Cambodia, and as of the 1st 
of May we invaded Cambodia in a cross-border operation. 

Admiral Moorer. That was a year later. 

Senator Hughes. A year later, excuse me. The bombing started on 
March 18, and 14 months later, on the 1st of May, the invasion of 
cross-border Cambodia started. Would you fill me in what was the 
first date of the first troop withdrawal following that? • r ’’ 

Admiral Moorer. As I recall, sir, it . was publicly announced on 
June 8, 1969, and began soon thereafter. The effective completion date 
for the first increment was August 31, 1969. 1 will give you the coin- 1 
plete schedule, Senator. 

[The information follows:] 
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lna«mpnt .— — — Aug. 31,1969 ’■* ' 25,000 * ** 1 • 524/500 

lhtr*mentZ,v.--ii;.-—‘— j’r'J— D#c. 15» 1969 ;■ *0,500 ■ ■484;OQO 

IOCf#mant3-,:. r Jt — — Apf. 15,1970 50,000 • ,434,000 

Ina«m«nt4_. ‘ Oct « 15, 1970 * . 50,000 • < ■; 364, 000 

loaem«rtt-5v--.,.i^ — —— — . r . — - Oep. 31,1970^. ,.40,000 , 344,000 

Increment 6— — • .........L — ... Apr. .30, 1S71 * 60,000 ,f ’ ' 234, 000 

Increment?. , June 30,1971 • ■ ; ; - 29,300 -• ■ 254,700 

Increments — — Aug. 31,1971 28, 700 ,* *■ 226,000 

Inaement 9—.— — Nov. 30, 1971 42,000 / 184,000 

tnaementlQ- - — Jen. 31,1972 45,000 ■ 139,000 

Increment 11 Mey *1,1972 70,000 * 69,000 

inaement 12 .— July 1, 1972 20,000 . *49,;Q00 

Increment 13 Sept. 1,1972 10,000 39,000 

Inaement 14 .Dec. 1,1972 ; 12, 000 - '• 2-7,000 

nml wlthdrewel..^...— ... Mir. 28, 1973 ' : v "26,950 : . . ..,*50 

* " ~~ i r < J 

I’DAO'Silgon. • 

Sertator Hughes. If you could furnish me the schedule of it. 

Admiral Moorer. Yes, sir. ' 

Senator Htjgeles. I am; trying to place it in sequence because 'of the 
statements made thit this' action was necessary because of a draw- 
down of troops, 'the effective beginning of it', and progressing of it 
and withdrawil over a period of tme. * ‘ / s * \ 

' AdMfalM66#^ : That-isacorreqfc ♦ ir V*« •; 

; . Seiiatpr 'THrjiM6^i)i' , -W otild 5 the Senator yield at this -point-. for- a 
moment'? 1! ‘ ! r * v; / ’• : : - •* u 

Senator Hughes, Yes, sir.. ' ’ . : . ; , : t : - i • 

Senator TaijHMdMi.’I hotice : the Senator used the’ word : <c inVa8ibn” 
of Caiiibodia; I w6ndbr if he really * meant to’ use'thei ’Word ^isivusi^n. 
The evidence all shniWft' horn that wa wato 
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Senator' idtroED^S;' I don t see 1 at this lute dato : ahy necessity ; ox argu- 
ing the semantics 1 of the wdrd incursion* dr ' invaision -or whkt. 'We 
crossed ah interhatioiial boundary into Cambodia- with American 
troops for purposes that the President and the' military felt 'Were* in 
the interests : or Aiherican troops in this : country ; in Southeast ^Aeia. 
We are aH identified with that: . ‘ - ■ ♦ ; 



Mr. Clements." Senator Hughes, I, would like to Comment vety 
briefly on the chronology that you started,; T think the .‘start Tof. that 

oil niiaw AlX'i 1 . ii ’ Vt iwi ij.'* — — -iL'.. — L L- ■ _ .'jlr ■ .1 •] • . 1 •* <' * ■» 


that that order was' mti in tact turned downy it was held m- f abe;yaji&k. 
The military forces and the military people and evert the' military 
leaders who had requested that from President Johnsdn were-^for the 
most part— still in office. Tliia was Resurrected as a plan aid piit for- 
ward and put in front of the-npw administration wleh it came : in\ It 
was a part of a considered plan to get troops. out oPVietnam^inc fm 
tirder td do that we had to put sufficient pressure on the enemy in or- 
der to make l^ie withdrawal work. And .that is what was . done. 1 1 ! thiiik 
ith^ds to be put in- this context; *•’•"'■ 
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